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   Subproject of  the VZG Project „Colibri/DDC“ [10] 

  [COntext generation and LInguistic tools for Bibliograhpic Retrieval Interfaces] 

 

Introduction of the Project „coli-conc“ 

 Project „coli-conc“ start in 2010  

 Aim:  To build exhaustive concordances between DDC [1] and other 
library classification systems, especially RVK [2] and BC [3]  

 Purpose: To enable access to international ressources 
                 

 



The Classification Systems RVK und BC 

*Source: Die Verbreitung von Klassifikationen in deutschen Bibliotheken 1993 (Nach: Zerbst [1993], Hans-Joachim; Kaptein, Olaf: Gegenwärtiger Stand und Entwicklungstendenzen 
                der Sacherschließung. In: Bibliotheksdienst 27, S. 1526-1539; eigene aktuelle Ergänzung Stand 1999) http://www.ib.hu-berlin.de/~kumlau/handreichungen/h67/ 

DDC -             Dewey Decimal Classification 

GHBS NRW - Systematik der Gesamthochschul-  

                         bibliotheken in Nordrhein-Westfalen 

SfB -                Systematik für Bibliotheken 

UDC -             Universal Decimal Classification 

Distribution of  classification systems in 

German academic  libraries  (as of  1999)* 
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             Background  of the Project “coli-conc” 
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Online Survey 2011 
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Survey Results - List of available concordances with DDC (Germany) 

Concordance Subject Areas Contact Person 

DDC – BC 
Chemistry 

Thomas Hapke,  

Hamburg University of  Technology, University Library 

Political Science Maria Kesting, State and Univesity Library  Hamburg 

DDC – EZB 41 EZB Subject areas 
Uma. Balakrishnan 

Project „coli-conc“,  Headquarters of  library network GBV (VZG) 

DDC – RVK 

Library and Information Science 
Prof. Heidrun Wiesenmüller/ Fabian Heel 

Institute for Media and Communication, Stuttgart 

Human and Social Sciences University Library Greifswald 

Medicine & health 
Uma. Balakrishnan 

Project „coli-conc“,  Headquarters of  library network GBV (VZG) 

 RVK – DDC 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Geology 

Mathematics 

Paleontology 

Physics 

Dr. Philip Mayr 

KoMoHe  Projekt  

Leibniz Institute for Social Sciences GESIS 

Psychology Manuela Queitsch, Saxon State and University Library Dresden 

SWD – DDC 

  

 All disciplines 
Helga Karg 

Criss-Cross Project,  German National Library 

Library and Information Science 
Prof. Heidrun Wiesenmüller/ Fabian Heel 

Institute for Media and Communication, Stuttgart 

DDC – MSC – BC Mathematics 
Bernard Tempel, German National Library of  Science &Technology, 

University Library Hannover 



Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) Regensburger Verbundklassifikation (RVK) 

NUMBER OF  MAIN CLASSES  

10 34 

STRUCTURE OF THE NOTATION 

Fine structured,  

Only Arabic numerals   

 Mixed notations. Main classes represented  

 with  alphabetical notations  from: AA-ZY,  

 additionally with 3 to 5 digits  

 ONLINE PRESENTATION 

Mostly implicit, e.g.  

614.47         Immunisation (2 subclasses) 

614.47083    Children --Immunisation,... 

614.470846  Older People --Immunisation,... 

Explicit  [enumerative character] 

e.g. XD 3000 – 3099  (105 subclasses) 

NOTATION AND HIEARCHIE 

Expressive, e.g. 

614           Forensic medicine; Incidence of  injuries,... 

614.4        Incidence of   and public measures to prevent disease 

614.43      Disease vectors and disease transmission by water  

614.432    Insects  

614.4322  Flies 

Non-expressive, e.g.  

XD 9800 – XD 9899 Medical Entomology 

(Anthropods): Spiders, Centipedes, Insects, Lice, Bugs,  

Fleas, Mosquitoes, Flies, Larvae, Ticks 

[XD, XD 3800 – XD 9899, XD 8800 – XD 9899,  

XD 9000 – XD 9899] 

LENGTH OF NOTATIONS 

Built notations can become long  

Built notations are part of  the base notation [depth of  a 

class is indicated by the digits added to a main notation] 

NUMBER BUILDING 

With rules and tables  With subject keys like Formalschlüssel, Sachschlüssel,... 

Comparison between DDC and RVK 



Methods used and issues involved in building a DDC-RVK Concordance 



  

Stage I Classification system based (1) 



  

 Stage I Classification system based (2) 



Stage I Classification system based (3) 
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Stage I Classification system based (4) 



Conversion of  the title data into a  DDC oriented 

form (via VZG Colibri/DDC awk programs) 

Creation of  the MySQL-Database „ddc_rvk_db“ 

Stage II – Title data based (1)  

Title data in Pica + format 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 



Total no. of  unique notational pairs: 
 For all DDC classes - ca. 955.000    
 DDC class “6”- ca. 11.5% 
 DDC class “61”- ca. 4.1% 

Creation of  the MySQL table „ddc_rvk_table“ and 

loading of  the relevant  data , for e.g.  ppn 0096… 

Selection of  the DDC-/RVK notational pair, („614.1“) 

Stage II – Title data based (2)  

Step 3. 

Step 4. 



  Stage II – Title data based (3)  



Structural difference DDC : RVK  

in the notational building sequency  

subject area „Medicine & health” 

RU 10585 
Spreading of diseases 
and influence of the 

geographical 
environment 

(Geomedicine) 

RU 10000 
USA 

 
585 

Subject key   
Main Schedule 
„Geography“ -

S1R 
Spreading of 
diseases and 

influence of the 
geographical 
environment 

(Geomedicine) 

 

R 
Geography 

614.42 
Incidence  

(Main Schedule) 

 
73  

United States 
 (Table T2)  

 

614.4273 
Diseases--humans-- 

incidence—United States, ...  



WW-YV   

Medicine W Biology 

Specific structural feature of the RVK   

WW – WX  

Pre-clinic Medicine 



RVK: R  
Geography 

Conceptual differences (1)  

DDC 610  
Medicine & health 

614.4273 
Diseases--humans-- incidence—

United States, ...  

RU 10585 
Spreading of Diseases and their 
Influence on the geographical 
environment (Geomedicine) 

RVK: WW-XY 
Medicine 

YD 6900 – YD 6999 
Viral  infections and other cough, 

sneeze related diseases (Influenza) 

614.518 
Influenza 

 
Example: 
„Laboratory correlates of 
immunity to influenza“,  
Author: Brown, Fred 
RVK notation: YD 6922 
DDC notation: 614.518 

 
Example: 
„Geographies of Health“ 
Author: Gatrell, Anthony 
RVK notation: RB 10585 
DDC notation: 614.42 



Conceptual differences (2)  

RVK: V 
Chemistry and Pharmacy 

RVK: WW-XV 
Medicine 

VR  
General Pharmacy  

XI  
Pharmacology and Toxicology 

DDC  610  
Medicine and health 

615  
Pharmcacology and therapeutics 

 
Example: 
„Selbstmedikation für die 
Kitteltasche,...“ 
Author: Lennecke, Kirsten  
RVK notation: VR 5800 
DDC notation: 616.024 

 
Example: 
„Essenstials of Pharmacology“ 
Author: Oldham, Frances, k. 
RVK notation: XI 1400 
DDC notation: 615 

 
Example: 
„Aspirin and other Salicylates“ 
Author: Vane, John, R.,... 
RVK notation: XI 4000, VW 5100 
DDC notation: 615.783 

616.024  
Domestic medicine 

 
Example: 
„Toxicology in the use, misuse and 
abuse of food, drugs and chemicals“  
Author: Chambers, Philipp L.,.. 
RVK notation: VT 5308 
DDC notation: 615.9 

VT  
Pharmacology and Toxicology 

Topic: Drugs 

Topic: Pharmacology 
Medicine 

Topic: Toxicology 

Topic: Domestic Medicine 

VW  
Pharmaceutical  Biology 



Conceptual differences (3) 

Missing concepts   

Example: 
„Women in medicine: a 
celebration of their work“.  
Authors: 
Ted Grant & Sandy Carter 

 
Example: 
„Die Frau als Heilerin: die 
schöpferische Rolle der 
heilkundigen Frau in 
Geschichte und Gegenwart“. 
Autor: Jeanne Achterberg 

 
Example: 
„Medizinerinnen“ 
Publ. Sonia Horn 

 
Example: 
„Wissenschaftlerinnen in der 
biomedizinischen Forschung“. 
Publ. Luise Pasternak 

RVK: WW-YV 
Medicine 

RVK: MN-MS 
Sociology 

RVK: LA-LC 
Ethnology 

DDC 610 
Medicine and health 

610.82 
Women in medicine,... 

RVK: TA–TD 
General Sciences 

TB 3100  
Collection of biographies 

of scientists 

XC 2650  
Medizin & Sociology 

(General) 

MS 3050 
Sociology of women 

LC 56000 
Diseases and Medicine 
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Perspective 
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