
c 
GLENDAKRUSS • MICHAEL GASTROW 

U gl 

(/) (Q O -s 

3<S. 

»and Ü 

3 w" 

3-"<D 

(Do­

rn 

SOUTH AFRICAN GASE STUDIES OF 
INNOVATION FOCUSED ON LIVELIHOODS 

IN INFORMAL SETTINGS 

• 

International Development Research Centre 
Ottawa • Cairo • Montevideo • Nairobi • New Delhi 



Contents 

Listoffigures vi 

Listoftables vi 

Acronyms and abbreviations vii 

Acknowledgements viii 

The UNIID Africa Project ix 

Introduction xiii 

1. Building on an Innovation for Inclusive Development agenda 1 
An emerging research literature 1 
Setting an HD research agenda 2 
Extending research on academic interaction 3 
Innovation, marginalisation and inclusive development 3 
University-industry-community interaction 6 

2. A multiple case study methodology 11 
Identifying cases of interaction 12 
Case study design and fieldwork 13 
Interviews as the core methodology 14 
The case study analysis 15 

3. The South African higher education context 17 
The contours of the higher education System 17 
Mapping patterns of interaction 20 
Contextualising the potential for innovation-oriented to inclusive development 23 

4. Upgrading the capabilities of women in an informal clothing enterprise: the interaction 
between a university of technology and an NGO-Ied social enterprise 24 
A women's sewing collective and social enterprise supported by structured interaction with a 
university of technology 24 
Overview of the engagement: a university-community Strategie partnership focused on 
Innovation and skills development 25 
The strueture of interaction 28 
Organisational arrangements and Interface struetures 32 
Drivers of interaction 36 
Innovation 36 
Knowledge and skills 38 
Community partieipation 39 
Outcomes and benefits 39 
An alternative case: It's new because we are the ones now manufacturing it 41 
Conclusion 44 



5. Protecting the livelihoods of a marginalised fishing Community through interaction with a 
research university 46 
Sustainable traditional artisanal fishing practices: a fragile livelihood supported by knowledge, 
research and social Innovation 46 
Overview of the interaction: a dynamic long-term partnership 48 
The structure of interaction 53 
Organisational arrangements and Interface structures 57 
Drivers of interaction 60 
Innovation 62 
Knowledge and skills 63 
Community participation 64 
Outcomes and benefits 65 
Conclusion 66 

6. Re-introducing indigenous cattle breeds to improve rural livelihoods at a rural university 68 
Pastoral livelihoods in rural South Africa: a critical resource for marginalised communities 68 
Overview of the interaction: a long-term partnership to reclaim indigenous cattle breeds for rural 
farmers 69 
The structure of interaction 70 
Organisational arrangements and Interface structures 73 
Drivers of interaction 76 
Innovation 77 
Knowledge and skills 79 
Community participation 81 
Outcomes and benefits 83 
A contrast case: misalignment with markets in a rural Innovation hub 84 
Conclusion 87 

7. Innovative Solutions for sustainable urban Settlements at a comprehensive university 89 
Action research into sustainable urban Settlements: a participative response to a national priority 
and the needs of a local Community 89 
Overview of the interaction 90 
The structure of interaction 93 
Interface structures 95 
Drivers of interaction 98 
Innovation 98 
Knowledge and skills 99 
Community participation 100 
Outcomes and benefits 101 
Conclusion 102 



8. Enablers and constraints on Innovation to enhance livelihoods in informal settings 104 
Two broad patterns of interaction 104 
Innovation by and for marginalised groups in informal settings 105 
Enablers and constraints 107 

9. Conclusion: reflections on universities and Innovation for inclusive development 112 
Critical questions about universities and Innovation for inclusive development 112 
How dowe encourage universities and their academics to extend their scholarship to the benefit 
of marginalised communities? 115 
Researching universities in Innovation for inclusive development 116 

References 117 

About the authors 122 

Index 123 


