
Luxurious Networks 

SALT MERCHANTS, STATUS, 
AND STATECRAFT IN 
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY CHINA 

Yulian Wu 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 



Contents 

Maps, Tables, and Figures ix 
Reign Titles ofthe Qing Emperors (1644—1911) xi 
Note on Transcription and Reigns and Dates xii 
Acknowledgments xiii 

Introduction Merchant Culture in the Material World 
of Eighteenth-Century China 1 

PART ONE | A NEW REGIME: THE MANCHU COURT 
AND SALT MERCHANTS 

1. Courting the Court 31 

PART TWO | FINDING THINGS IN JIANGNAN 

2. Furnishing the Court 63 

3. Collecting as a "Collector" 91 

PART THREE | MARING THINGS IN HUIZHOU 

4. Luxury and Lineage 127 

5. Materializing Morality 160 

Conclusion Cultured and Cosmopolitan Men (tongren): Objects, 
Merchants, and the Manchu Court in High Qing China 186 

Notes 203 
Character List 257 
Bibliography 267 
Index 287 


