
Of Limits and Growth 

The Rise of Global Sustainable Development 

in the Twentieth Century 

STEPHEN J. MACEKURA 
Department of International Studies, Indiana University 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

List of Illustrations page ix 
Acknowledgments xi 

Introduction: NGOs and the Origins of "Sustainable 
Development" i 

PART ONE. ORIGINS 
1 The Rise of International Conservation and Postwar 

Development 17 
2 Parks and Poverty in Africa: Conservation, Decolonization, 

and Development 54 
3 "The World's Most Dangerous Political Issue": The 197z 

Stockholm Conference and the Politics of Environmental 
Protection 91 

PARTTWO. REFORMS 
4 When Small Seemed Beautiful: NGOs, Appropriate 

Technology, and International Development in 
the1970s 137 

5 Leveraging the Lenders: The Quest for Environmental 
Impact Statements in the United States and the World 
Bank 172 

6 Conservation for Development: The World Conservation 
Strategy and the Rise of Sustainable Development 
Flanning 219 

vii 



viii Contents 

PART THREE. PERSISTENT PROBLEMS 
7 The Persistence of Old Problems: The Politics of Environment 

and Development at the Rio Barth Summit 261 
Conclusion: The Growth and Limits of NGOs 304 

Archives 3 17 
Index 3 21 


