
Revolution and State 

in Modern Mexico 

The Political Economy 

of Uneven Development 

Updated Edition 

Adam David Morton 

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD 
Lanham • Boulder • New York • Toronto • Plymouth, UK 



Contents 

List of Illustrations ix 

Acknowledgments xi 

Acronyms xv 

1 Coordinates of Revolution, State, and Uneven Development 
in Modern Mexico 1 

PART I: CONSTRUCTING REVOLUTION AND STATE 
IN MODERN MEXICO 

2 Mexican Revolution, Primitive Accumulation, 
Passive Revolution 33 

3 Capital Accumulation, State Formation, and Import 
Substitution Industrialization 63 

4 Neoliberalism and Structural Change within the Global Political 
Economy of Uneven Development 99 

PART II: CONTESTING REVOLUTION AND STATE 
IN MODERN MEXICO 

5 Intellectuals and the State: A Critical Social Function or in 
the Shadow of the State? 135 

6 The Political Economy of Democratization and 
Democratic Transition 165 

vii 



viii Contents 

7 Uneven Agrarian Development and the Resistance of the EZLN 199 

8 Conclusion: Permanent Passive Revolution? 237 

Epilogue: Telescoping Passive Revolution 253 

References 273 

Index 313 

About the Author 321 

About the Book 323 



Illustrations 

FIGURES 

1.1 Jesus Escobedo, Como combatir el fascismo [How to 
combat fascism] 3 

4.1 Oswaldo Sagästegui, Orbitas [Orbits] 132 
7.1 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (May 2008): Main 

educational complex containing the Escuela Secundaria 
Rebeide Autonoma Zapatista Primero de Enero (ESRAZ) 
and the Centro de Lenguas Tsotsil y Espanol (CELMRAZ) 225 

7.2 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (June 2008): Artisan 
cooperative complex 226 

7.3 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (June 2008): Office of the 
"Women for Dignity" cooperative 226 

7.4 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (June 2008): Building 
notice of the Escuela Primaria Rebeide Autonoma 
Zapatista (EPRAZ) 227 

7.5 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (June 2008): Building 
edifice of the Escuela Primaria Rebeide Autonoma 
Zapatista (EPRAZ) 227 

7.6 Caracol II: Oventic, Chiapas (June 2008): Building edifice 
of the Escuela Secundaria Rebeide Autonoma Zapatista 
Primero de Enero (ESRAZ) and the Centro de Lenguas 
Tsotsil y Espanol (CELMRAZ) 228 

7.7 Frente Populär Francisco Villa-Independiente (FPFVI) 
manifestaciön supporting La otra campana held in the 
Plaza de la Constituciön, Mexico City (June 2008) 229 

ix 



X Illustrations 

8.1 Elizabeth Catlett, Contribuciön del pueblo en la 
expropriaciön petrolera [Contribution of the people during 
the oil expropriation] 238 

MAP 

1.1 Mexico 14 

TABLES 

1.1 Distribution of Mexico's Urban Population, 1960-2000 15 
3.1 Mexican Macroeconomic Indicators, 1940-1975 67 
3.2 Distribution of the Labor Force by Sector, 1900-1975 68 
3.3 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by Sector, 1950-1975 69 
3.4 Nacional Financiera, S.A. (NAFINSA): Financing Granted 

by Economic Sector, Selected Years, 1940-1976 85 
4.1 Urban Class Structure in Mexico, 1984-2000 126 
6.1 Total Funding Granted to Alianza Civica, 1994-2000 181 
6.2 Total Funding Granted to Alianza Civica, 1994 181 
6.3 Total National Endowment for Democracy (NED) Funding 

in Mexico, 1994—2007 184 


