
Jacopo Maria Pepe 

Beyond Energy 

Trade and Transport 

in a Reconnecting Eurasia 

With a foreword by PD Dr. Lutz Mez 

4^ Springer VS 



Table of Contents 

Foreword V 

Acknowledgements IX 

Preface XI 

List of Figures XIX 

List of Tables XXIII 

Introduction 1 

1 Theoretical Framework 31 
1.1 Geopolitics: Definition and a New Framework for Analysis 33 
1.2 Geopolitics and Transport in Eurasia 51 
1.3 The New Eurasian Inner Rimland (NEIR): Defining, 

Conceptualizing and Reconceptualizing the Central 
Asia-Caucasus Space 72 

2 Eurasia before Europe: Trade, Transport and Power Dynamics in 
the Early World System (Ist Century BC - 14th Century AD) 77 
2.1 The Continental and Littoral Trade System Unity in Pre-Mongol 

and Pre-European Eurasia: The Silk Road(s) in Ancient Times 80 
2.2 Trade Beyond Geopolitical Confrontation: The period of the Four 

Empires, Sponsors and Beneficiaries of Transcontinental Trade 
(lst Century BC - 3rd Century AD) 84 

2.3 Trade and Political Fragmentation: Arabs, Central Asians and the 
Chinese in the Golden Age of the Early "World System" 
(7*-12* Century AD) 95 



XVIII Table of Contents 

2.4 From the Mongols to the "Insulation" of China: The "Eurasian 
World System" loses its Engine (13^ to 14th Century AD) 102 

2.5 Conclusion: A "Quantum Leap" from the Pre-European to the 21 st 
Century post-European Eurasian "World System" and the New 
Eurasian Inner Rimland Concept 110 

3 Shifting Trade Flows and Centers of Economic Power in 
21st Century Eurasia: Toward a Rimland-led Unified System 117 
3.1 Asia-Europe-Asia: The Transcontinental Dimension 130 
3.2 The Intra-Continental Dimension: South-South Links and the 

Re-emerging Rimland of Trade 157 
3.3 The Sub-Continental Dimension: The Central Asia-Caucasus 

Space from Russia's Backyard to the Inner Part of the Rimland?.... 182 
3.4 Conclusion: A Rimland-led Unified Trade System and the Position 

of the New Eurasian Inner Rimland 232 

4 Eurasian Transport Integration Beyond Energy: Geoeconomic 
Transformation and Geostrategic Response 247 
4.1 Globalization and Eurasian Transport Integration 252 
4.2 Eurasian Overland Transportation: Present Situation and 

Constraints 262 
4.3 The Evolving Structure of Eurasian Transport Integration: 

The External Centers of Economic Power China, Russia, Turkey 
and Iran 281 

4.4 The Evolving Structure of Eurasian Transport Integration: 
The New Eurasian Inner Rimland and the Kazakhstan Pivot 395 

General Conclusion and Outlook 431 

Bibliography 443 


