
Dispossession 

without Development 

Land Grabs in Neoliberal lndia 

MICHAEL LEVIEN 

OXFORD 
UNIVERS1TY PRESS 



CONTENTS 

Preface: Front Narmada to Rajpura k 
Acknowledgments x™ 
Map xxi 
Dramatis Personae xxüi 
Readers Note xxv 
Abbreviations XXVÜ 

1. Introduction 1 

2. Genesis of the Land Broker State 31 

3. Rajpura 63 

4. Dispossession si 

5. Differentiation by Speculation 100 

6. Peasants in a Knowledge Economy 131 

7. On the Margins of a World City 159 

8. Politics alter Dispossession 179 

9. Conclusion: "Land Wars" and Development 212 

Epilogue 237 
Notes 241 
References 26s 
Index 289 


