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CHAPTER 1: WHAT MOTIVATES A TERRORIST?
1. Fighting the Oppressor Is Doing the Work
of God
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by Hizbullah
In a letter to the pope, a spokesperson for the Arab
party of Hizbullah pleads with the holy man to understand that the Palestinian crusade is a spiritual one.
2. The Hypocritical Americans Deserve Their
Punishment
by Osama bin Laden
When Arabs die in their fight to break free of American
oppression, few tears are shed, but when America is attacked on its own soil, the hypocritical nation rears indignantly.
3. The U.S. Government Is Tyrannical and
Hypocritical
Part I: Timothy McVeigh, interviewed by Patrick Cole;
Part II: Timothy McVeigh
The perpetrator of the Oklahoma City bombing argues
that when an act of terrorism occurs on U.S. soil, the
government is quick to declare it a despicable and immoral act, even though the government perpetrates
these exact types of crimes throughout the world.
4. Following the Words of a Spiritual Master
by Hidetoshi Takahashi, interviewed by Haruki Murakami
A member of Aum Shinrikyo confesses that while he
did not participate in the subway gas attacks in Japan,
he can understand how he might have been influenced
to do so if he were among the disciples chosen.
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1. Helping Other Passengers During the Tokyo
Subway Gas Attacks
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by Naoyuki Ogata
A computer maintenance worker describes how he
joined with others to aid victims and to help other survivors get out of the subway.
2. Rising Above the Tragedy of the Oklahoma
City Bombing
by Richard Williams
Having survived the bomb blast that destroyed the Murrah Federal Building in 1995, a maintenance worker describes his rescue from being trapped under the building's rubble, his subsequent recovery from his injuries,
and his involvement in creating a lasting memorial.
3. Losing a Sister in the Kenyan Bombing
by Mellina Fanouris
A Greek woman explains the events that took place
when Muslim terrorists detonated a bomb at the U.S.
embassy in Kenya in 1998. She describes her reactions
when she learned that her beloved sister was killed in
the blast.
4. Duty First During the 9/11 Attack on the
Pentagon
by Janet Deltuva
An air force major inside the Pentagon on September
11, 2001, describes both the chaos that followed the
plane attack as well as her reaction to the event.
5. Getting Out of Tower One on 9/11
by Gerry Gaeta
A Port Authority architect recounts his escape from the
eighty-eighth floor of the World Trade Center's North
Tower after it was struck by a plane on September 11,
2001.
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6. Desperate but Thwarted Rescue Efforts
on 9/11
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by Bertram Springstead, interviewed by Jon Malkin

A firefighter on scene in the wake of the attacks on the
World Trade Center narrates the emergency response
efforts of fire crews as they tried to work their way up
the damaged towers.
7. Living in Occupied Ramallah
by Islah Jad
While the Israelis claim that the occupation of Ramallah is necessary to curb terrorism, the author contends
that the stress of surviving under martial law prompts
many to fight back in any way they can.
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8. Mourning a Victim of a Palestinian Bomber
by Dina Pinner
A friend of a suicide bombing victim in Jerusalem
grieves at the injustice of Palestinian terror attacks. She
wonders if the Palestinians mourn for the loss of those
who destroy themselves and others in such a dastardly
manner.
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1. At the Trial of the Kenyan Bombing Suspects
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by Mellina Fanouris

The sister of a victim of the bombing of the U.S. embassy in Kenya was present at the trial of the suspects
in New York in April 2001. She is surprised to see that
they show no remorse for their heinous deed.
2. The Execution of Timothy McVeigh
by Members of the Media
On June 11, 2001, Timothy McVeigh was executed for
his part in the Oklahoma City bombing. Several news
correspondents witnessed the execution and discuss
their reactions to the event.
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by Robert Klein Engler

A visitor to New York decides to make the pilgrimage
to Ground Zero, the site of the ruins of the World Trade
Center. He fears that the significance of the event might
be lost on those who are unconcerned with "politics"
and forgotten by those who were untouched by it.
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