Contents

List of Figures and Tables  viii
Acknowledgments  ix

Part One

THE TERROR OF THE MACHINE

1. “No Terrors, to a Certain Kind of Mind”

2. From Dark, Satanic Mills to Maquilas 25
3. (Mis)Measuring the Ignorant 55

Part Two

TERRAINS OF STRUGGLE

4. Like Turtles on the Line 103

5. The Mirror of Exploitation 135

Part Three

MOTHERS OF INVENTION

6. Mexican Thinkwork 177

7. Marginality as Inventive Force 213

Part Four

BACK TO THE FUTURE

8. Mexico in the Fast Lane? 245

9. Promised Land or Wasteland? 279

Notes 335
References 391
Index 433



Figures and Tables

Figure

1.

Production-Line Shop Floor 62

Tables

N R - N R S

J—
N

13.

. Technical Division of Labor by Gender 65

. Promotions and Seniority Personnel Policies 70
. Line and Workshift Reassignments 76

. The Maquila Workweek and Overtime 79

. Sample of Maquila Productivity Standards 81

. Maquila Production Layout and Job Assignments
. Productivity Supervision 86

. Productivity Drives (Speedup) 90

. Demographic Characteristics of Maquila Workers
. Output Restriction 114

. Output Restriction and Work Stoppages,

Controlling for Worker Militancy 125

. Output Restriction and Work Stoppages,

Controlling for Job Satisfaction 126
Output Restriction and Work Stoppages,
Controlling for Networking 127

14. Average Daily Wages, Judrez Maquiladoras 207

83

111



