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(U) AR 15-6 Investigation of the
Abu Ghraib Detention Facility
and 205th MI Brigade
1.

(U) Executive Summary
a. (U) Appointment, Charter and Investigative Activity

(1) (U) On 24 June 2004, Acting Secretary of the Army R. L. Brownlee notified me that
I was selected to serve as the Senior Investigating Officer in the investigation of the 205th
Military Intelligence Brigade. GEN Paul Kern was the appointing authority and in a
memorandum, dated 25 June 2004, formally designated me Senior Investigating Officer. MG
George Fay, who had been investigating the 205th MI BDE since his appointment by LTG
Ricardo Sanchez on 31 March 2004, would continue as an investigating officer. Without
reinvestigating areas reviewed by MG Fay, I was specifically directed to focus on whether
organizations or personnel higher than the 205th Military Intelligence (MI) Brigade chain of
command, or events and circumstances outside of the 205th MI Brigade, were involved, directly
or indirectly, in the questionable activities regarding alleged detainee abuse at Abu Ghraib
prison.
(2) (U) During the course of my investigation, I interviewed LTG Ricardo Sanchez, the
Commander of Combined Joint Task Force-7 (CJTF-7)' during the period under investigation,
and the senior intelligence officer on his staff, MG Barbara Fast (the "C2"). In addition, I
reviewed witness statements that MG Fay' s investigation team had collected; assessment and
investigation reports written by MG Geoffrey Miller, MG Donald Ryder, MG Antonio Taguba
and the Department of the Army Inspector General (DAIG); and other written materials
including relevant law, doctrine, organizational documents, policy, directives, and U.S. Central
Command (CENTCOM) and CJTF-7 operational orders (OPORDS) and fragmentary orders
(FRAGOs).
b. (U) Background and Operational Environment
(1) (U) The events at Abu Ghraib cannot be understood in a vacuum. Three interrelated
aspects of the operational environment played important roles in the abuses that occurred at Abu
Ghraib. First, from the time V Corps transitioned to become CJTF-7, and throughout the period
under investigation, it was not resourced adequately to accomplish the missions of the CJTF:
stability and support operations (SASO) and support to the Coalition Provisional Authority
(CPA). The CJTF-7 headquarters lacked adequate personnel and equipment. In addition, the
military police and military intelligence units at Abu Ghraib were severely under-resourced.
Second, providing support to the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) required greater
resources than envisioned in operational plans. Third, operational plans envisioned that CJTF-7
would execute SASO and provide support to the CPA in a relatively non-hostile environmentMn
fact, opposition was robust and hostilities continued throughout the period under investigation.
Therefore, CJTF-7 had to conduct tactical counter-insurgency operations, while also executing
its planned missions.
t
1 CJTF-7 was the higher headquarters to which the 2 0 5 t h MI Brigade reported.
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