
List of Illustrations p. xix
Introduction: "What Sort of Thing Is the Bhagavata?" p. 1
What Is the Bhagavata? p. 2
Maya in the Bhagavata Purana p. 5
The Bhagavata's Narratives as a Theological Lens p. 7
A Word about Sources p. 9
Maya in the Bhagavata and Preceding Texts: From Deluding Power to Divine
Feminine

p. 13

Maya in the Vedas p. 13
Maya in the Upanisads p. 16
Maya in the Mahabharata p. 19
Sahkara's Nondualist Conception of Maya p. 25
The Vaisnava Response to Sahkara p. 27
The Bhagavata Conception of Maya p. 29
Yoga-maya Personified as the Divine Feminine p. 32
Yoga and Maya in the Bhagavata Purana p. 34
Maya's Relation to the Temporal Realm: The Samkhya of the Bhagavata p. 37
The Distinguishing Feature of the Bhagavata's Sarhkhya System p. 37
The False Self (Ahamkara) p. 41
The Bhagavata's Theory of Manifestation p. 45
The Gunas Role in the Metaphysics of the Bhagavata p. 54
Maya in Relation to the Human Condition: Of Dreams and Allegorical
Themes

p. 65

The Allegorical City of Nine Gates p. 69
Isvara-the Eternal Friend p. 74
Puranjana: The Embodied Self p. 76
The Queen and Her Ten Bodyguards: the Intellect and the Senses p. 83
The Eleventh Bodyguard: The Mind p. 86
Candavega: Time p. 88
The Serpent: The Vital Air p. 88
The Relation between Puranajana and His Queen p. 89
The Relation between Purañjana and His Unknown Friend (Paramätma) p. 91
Maya's Role in the Absolute Realm: The Architect of Krsna's Delights p. 94
Krsna and His Mother, Yasoda p. 97
Yasoda Binds Krsna with Rope p. 101
Distinguishing Love from Lust, the Object from Its Reflection p. 102
Krsna and the Rasa-lila p. 106
Yoga-maya in the Rasa-lila p. 112
Dual Roles of Maya p. 121
The Bhagavata Speaks of Woman: "Temptress" or "Highest Embodiment of
Love"?

p. 123



Woman as Temptress p. 124
The Cause of Temptation: Passion not Woman p. 127
Women as the Highest Devotees of Krsna p. 129
The Bhagavata Speaks of Human Suffering: "May Calamities Befall Us at
Every Step"

p. 137

The Problem of Suffering in the Vedanta-sutra p. 139
The Problem of Suffering in the Bhagavata p. 141
Time as the Cause of Suffering p. 143
Destiny as the Cause of Suffering p. 145
Suffering as the Mercy of God p. 146
The Purpose of Suffering in the Bhagavata p. 149
Origins, Bondage, Liberation, and Grace: Of Cats, Monkeys, and Children in
Wells

p. 151

The Bhagavata Asserts that Bondage Has a Beginning p. 151
The Bhagavata Asserts that Bondage is Beginningless p. 154
The Bhagavata's Resolution p. 155
Individual Effort and Grace in the Attainment of Liberation p. 158
A Brief Overview of the Bhagavata's Position on Grace p. 160
The Bhagavata Speaks of Narada's Life p. 162
Caste and Freedom from Maya p. 165
Hearing the Bhagavata p. 167
Epilogue: A Relevant Bit of Nineteenth-Century History p. 170
Uses of the Word Maya in the Bhagavata Purana p. 175
Uses of the Word Maya as a Compound in the Bhagavata Purana p. 177
Some Occurrences of Yoga-maya in the Bhagavata Purana p. 179
All the Instances of Maya in the Bhagavata Purana p. 180
Bibliography p. 245
Index p. 255

Table of Contents provided by Blackwell's Book Services and R.R. Bowker. Used with permission.


