
Acknowledgments xi
Introduction: "Strange Things Happening Every Day" 1
"Phoenomena, Meteors, Stars and Various Colours of the Skei" 5
The Crisis of Piety 9
Environment and Apocalypse 12
Global Crisis 17
"No Wisdom in Nature": Esotericism, Enthusiasm, and Ecology in Early
Modern Europe

23

Extraordinary Heavenly Phenomena 23
The Crises of Early Modernity 27
Enthusiasm, Esotericism, and Ecology 30
Hermeticism and Alchemy 31
Hermetic Protestant Environmental Knowledge 34
"Nature Is the Interpreter of Scripture" 42
"No Wisdom in Nature" 47
Metamorphosis of the Metaphysics 49
"Strange Things of the Invisible Worlds": Kelpius in Europe, 1667-1693 53
"Gone into the Ancient Forest": Hermetic Protestantism and Environmental
Knowledge in Early Pennsylvania

62

Pastor Schuhmacher's Apocalypse 62
Early American Hermetic Protestantism 66
"All of It Is Only Forest" 68
Holy Experiments 72
"Every Plant Praises and Extols God" 74
"Moves Nature in a Jumping Fit / According to His Pleasure" 78
"The Genius of the Americans Is Bound Another Way" 88
"I Cannot Pass beyond My Homeland": Kelpius in Rotterdam, London, and
the Atlantic, 1693-1694

90

"The Poor People Call'd Pietests" 93
"I Cannot Pass beyond My Country" 99
"The Woman in the Wilderness": Kelpius and Company on the Ridge of the
Wissahickon, 1694-1707

101

The Woman in the Wilderness 104
"For Wilderness Signifies Hidden" 106
The Wissahickon Hermits 111
The Keithian Schism 114
"Everything Too Spiritual and Too Heavenly" 117
"The Rooms in My Father's House" 119
"Contemplation of the Stars" 121
The Lamenting Voice of the Hidden Love 123
"An Antient Hermit Who Lives in a Lone House" 126



The Threefold Wilderness State: Ascetic Alchemy and the Technology of
Self-Negation

133

The Threefold Wilderness State 141
The Sources of the Threefold Wilderness State 151
The Technology of Self-Negation 155
"Delay Not Longer the Blessed Day": Kelpius in Germantown,
1694-1703-4-5-6-7

161

The Long Shadow of the Enlightenment: Memories of Kelpius in Charles
Brockden Browns Wieland (1798)

163

The Long Shadow Falls 163
An American Tale 167
Effects without Cause 175
"Hermes Never Taught Thee" 177
The Great Derangement 184
Long Shadow Fallen 189
"Weird as a Wizard": History and Literature in the Emergence of the
American Kelpius Legend

191

Mühlenberg's Report 192
The Philosopher of the Forest 197
Chronicon Ephratense 200
The Spiritual Travel of Conrad Matthai 201
The Method of Prayer 204
The History of Human Folly 207
"Weird as a Wizard" 209
"Rosicrucian Vestiges" 215
All Folk Songs Are True 222
Conclusion: An Unmute Gospel 226
American Aurora 230
Notes 233
References 283
Index 301

Table of Contents provided by Blackwell's Book Services and R.R. Bowker. Used with permission.


