
World Report on 

Child Labour 2015 

Paving the way to decent work 

for young people 

International Labour Organization 



Contents 

Preface v 
Abbreviations xi 
Executive summary xiii 

Part I. Introduction: Objectives, scope and structure of the report 1 

Part II. Child labour and youth employment: Theory, Standard», concepts 
and poiicy frameworks 5 

Understanding the child labour-youth employment link: A lifecycle perspective 5 
Child labour Standards 7 
Action against child labour 8 
Youth employment: Addressing the crisis 10 

Part III. School to work transitions: Child labour and the ability of young persons 
to secure decent work 13 

Employment outcomes of former child labourers 13 
Transitions from school to work 18 
Early school leaving and the transition from school to work 23 

Part IV. Youth job prospects and child labour: Why the employment Situation of 
youth matters for child labour 31 

Demand for skilled workers 32 
Perceptions of labour market conditions 35 

Part V. Adolescents in hazardous jobs: Child labour among adolescents 
aged 15 to 17 years 39 

Introduction 39 
What is hazardous work by children? 40 
Prevalence of hazardous work among adolescents aged 15 to 17 years 43 
Nature of hazardous work 52 
Impact of hazardous work 54 

Part VI. The way forward: A coherent poiicy approach for tackling child labour 
and the youth decent work deficit 59 

Creating the conditions for change: An enabling economic and legal 
environment 60 
Intervening early: Getting children out of child labour and 
into school 61 



viii World Report on Child Labour 2015 

Facilitating the transition from school to work: Promoting decent work opportunities 
foryouth 62 
Addressing adolescents in hazardous work: Eliminating child labour 
among those aged 15 to 17 years 63 
Mainstreaming gender: Accountingfor the special vulnerabilities of 
female children andyouth 64 
Ensuring informed policy development: Filling knowledge gaps relating 
to child labour and youth employrnent 64 

References 71 

Appendixes 
Appendix 1. Data sources 73 
Appendix 2. The hazardous work list 77 


