
MICROFINANCE AND
ITS DISCONTENTS

Women in Debt in Bangladesh

Lamia Karim

University of Minnesota Press

Minneapolis

London



Contents

P R E F A C E Vll

A B B R E V I A T I O N S XI

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Neoliberalism, Microfinance, and

Women's Empowerment xiii

T. The Structural Transformation of the NGO Sphere 1

2. The Research Terrain 35

3. The Everyday Mediations of Microfinance 65

4. The Social Life of Debt 95

5. NGOs, Clergy, and Contested "Democracy" 133

6. Power/Knowledge in Microlinance 163

C O N C L U S I O N

From Disciplined Subjects to Political Agents? 191

G L O S S A R Y OF B E N G A L I W O R D S 2 0 7

N O T E S 2 1 1

I N D E X 2 4 3


