
POISONED WELLS
THE DIRTY POLITICS OF AFRICAN OIL

Nicholas Shaxson

palqrave
macmillan



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments vii

Introduction: A Paradox of Plenty in the New Gulf 1

1. Fela Kuti: How Things Fell Apart in the Oil Boom 9

2. Pedro Motu: A Morph to Another World 27

3. Abel AbraSo: Wielding the Oil Weapon 41

4. Omar Bongo: Taking the Red Pill 63

5. Eva Joly: Elf Africaine and the Rabbit Warren 83

6. Andre Milongo: Golden Eggs 103

7. Obiang Nguema: What Caring Neighbors Do 121

8. Fradique de Menezes: Battening Down the Hatches 145

9. Arcadi Gaydamak: Between Global Borders 165

10. Dokubo-Asari: Corroding the Soul of a Nation 189

11. Global Witness: Hooligans and Rock Stars 209

Conclusion: Drawing the Poison 223

Notes 237

Index 273


