
Maurice Halbwachs 

The Causes of Suicide ~ 

lTan.sla/,ed by 

Harold Goldblatt 

Routledge & Kegan Paul 
London and Henley 



Contents 

Foreword to the English translation by Ant.ftony Giddens xvi 

Tran'slator's preface xxi 

Foreword to the French edition by Marcel Mauss 

Introduction 3 

i Methods of enumerating suicides in European countries 14 

2 A means of appraisal : the study of the modes of suicide 26 

Constancy in the choice of means or instruments 28 
A special study of modes of suicide in England 34 
Geographiedistribution of the modes of suicide in 
Europe 37 

3 Attempted suicides 44 
Italian research on attempts, by Bachi, Massarotti, etc. 44 
The choice of modes of suicide, by age and sex 45 
Attempts at suicide by women 50 
Suicides and attempts at suicide by soldiers 54 

4 The distribution of suicides in Europe 58 
Suicide trends in Europe during nearly a century: the 
tendency towards stabilization 58 
Measurement of the dispersion of suicide rates 67 

5 The distribution of suicides in France 7 5 
The dispersion of suicide rates by provinces and !arge 
regions 75 



vm Content.s 

Geographie factors 84 
Population trends 93 

6 The distribution of suicides in Germany, Italy, and 
England 96 

7 The distribution of suicides in cities and countryside 109 
Population density. The cities and countryside in general 108 
Large cities. The Italian experience 115 
The English experience (the most important) 11 7 
Review of the previous findings. Imitation and 
assimilation 1 u 

8 Suicide and the family 128 
The research of Morselli and Durkheim on the effect of 
marital status 128 
The effect of marriage according to new observations 133 
The effect of the number of children: the Russian 
experience 149 
Limited relevance of these observations 155 

9 Suicide and religion 157 
Suicides and religious persuasions in Prussia and 
Germany. Catholics and Protestants. Mixed marriages 157 
Interpretation of these findings. Stoppage of burial. The 
Church as an 'integrated' society 167 
Catholic religion or peasant customs? Protestantism or 
industrial and urban style oflife? Prussian and Swiss 
experience 173 
Conclusion 187 

10 Suicide and homicide 192 

11 The effect of wars and political crises: ßuctuations in 
French suicides 208 
Suicides in France during a century. Suicide trends 
during the war of 1914-18 in belligerent and other 
countries 208 
The effect of political crises. The diminution of suicides 
in France between 1899 and 1905: total and regional 
monthly variations 216 

12 The effect of economic crises : ßuctuations in Prussian 
and German suicides 231 

13 Suicide, mental illness, and alcoholism 245 



Contmts ix 

Dr Serin' s investigation in Paris. Suicide and mental 
illness 249 
Suicide and alcoholism 253 

14 Examination of the psychiatric thesis 262 
The pathological and social aspect of suicide 262 
Suicide and the organic condition 266 
Reasons for not distinguishing p~ychopathic conditions 
from other motives for suicide 269 
Mental illnesses and social factors 286 

15 Conclusion 291 
1 The Definition ofSuicide. Suicide and Sa~rifice. 

Parallel between the forms of suicide and sacrifice. 
Similarities and differences between them. The sense in 
which they are two species of the same genus 291 
II The Causes of Suicide 

The general trend of suicides in Europe: pace at 
different periods and probable limits. ls suicide an 
abnormal phenomenon ? 309 

The complexity of societies distinguished by 'anomie.' 
The notion of style oflife or type of civilization 320 

The totality of individual motives and circumstances 
depends on the social structure. Necessity for considering 
them as causes of suicide for the same reasons as beliefs 
and collective customs 32 7 

Notes 331 

Bibliography 363 

Index 365 


