
SUB Hamburg

A 2011/4303

THE POLITICS OF REFORM IN IRAN

(1997-2005)
The Development of Electoral Processes,

the Evolution of Civil Society, and the Rise
of Political Movements

Reza Razavi

With a Foreword by

John Garrard

The Edwin Mellen Press
Lewiston*Queenston#Lampeter



Table of Contents

Foreword by John Garrard i

Preface v

Acknowledgement vii

Abbreviations ix

Glossary xi

Introduction 1

Chapter 1: Discussions of political change and democratisation in Iran and

elsewhere 33

Political liberalisation: a comparative analysis 45

Analysing political liberalisation in Iran 53

Chapter 2: The development of electoral processes 61

Elections and political development in Iran since 1997 64

Elections, political participation and political competition 70

The obstacles in the way of free, competitive and fair elections in Iran 84

The electoral process and the rift between the Interior Ministry and the

Guardian Council 86

Election politics and the composition of forces in Iran 91

Khatami's philosophy: how to contain the influence of the West 103

The 1997 election and the polarisation of politics in Iran 108



The election of the Assembly of Experts (AOE, 1998) 112

The first local election (1999) 115

The sixth Majles election (2000) 117

The conservatives' policies before the election 118

The Rafsanjani factor 120

The reformists' high expectations of the sixth Majles 123

The result and aftermath of the election 125

Khatami's second term (2001) 130

The second local election (2003) 134

Ahmadinejad as Tehran mayor 138

The seventh Majles election (2004) 140

The rise of 'Prosperity for Islamic Iran' (PII) 150

The ninth presidential election (2005): the composition of forces 153

The issue of vote rigging in the 2005 election 161

The differences between the 2005 election and the 1997 election 163

The message of the 2005 election 166

The u-turn in Iranian politics 169

The hidden emam and Ahmadinejad's government 173

Ahmadinejad and democracy 175

Ahmadinejad's solution for Iran's economy 179

Chapter 3: Political development and the evolution of civil society: civil

society and its relationship to democratisation 187



Civil society and the elite 192

The origin of civil society 193

The rise of civil society in Iran 197

Civil society: the expansion of print press in Iran (1997-2005) 203

The conservatives' response to the rise of civil society in Iran 210

Khatami' s retreat 213

Obstacles in the way of creating a civil society in Iran 217

The role of the Supreme Leader 217

The foundation of Khomeini's argument 219

The velayat-e faqih and the constitution 229

The role of the state 235

The role of the constitution 236

The state of the economy 238

The role of the political elite 242

Chapter 4: The rise in political movements 247

The rise and fall of the Office of Consolidation of Unity (OCU) 253

The OCU, student movement and Khatami 259

The reasons for the rise in the labour movement during Khatami's presidency
269

The role of the general public 279

Chapter 5: Conclusion 283



The reform and its political impact: the development of electoral processes
283

Reform and its political impact: the evolution of civil society 285

Reform and its political impact: the rise of political movements 287

Chapter 6: Postscript: The post-Khatami years 295

The power ladder associate with collective corruption 297

The lead up to the election 301

The message of the election 303

A 'total war' or a family dispute? 307

The old versus new: hostility amongst the coalition of Ahmadinejad,

Khamene'i and Rafsanjani 313

A new symbol for struggle emerges 319

Montazeri's death 320

The emergence of the Green Movement 322

The impact of the Green Movement and the challenges ahead 325

Bibliography 335

Index 353


