
A 355385

Marx cm a Modernity
KEY READINGS AND COMMENTARY

Edited by

Robert J. Antonio

Series Editor

Ira J. Cohen

if)r ^ » Blackwell
§M Publishing



Contents

Notes on Contributors x

General Editor's Foreword xiii

Acknowledgments xvii

Introduction: Marx and Modernity 1
Robert J. Antonio

SECTION I MARX READINGS 51

PART 1 MARX'S VISION OF HISTORY: "HISTORICAL MATERIALISM" 53

1 Primary Historical Relations, or The Basic Aspects

of Social Activity (with Engels) 57

2 The Ruling Class and the Ruling Ideas . . . (with Engels) 60

3 The Formation of Classes . . . (with Engels) 63

4 Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political

Economy 65

5 Labour Rent 67

6 Karl Marx (Engels) 69

7 Letter to Joseph Bloch (Engels) 72

PART 2 THE JUGGERNAUT OF CAPITALIST MODERNITY:

THE REVOLUTIONARY BOURGEOISIE, THE END OF TRADITION,

AND NEW SOCIAL POWERS 75

8 The Secret of Primitive Accumulation 79

9 Development of the Division of Labour (with Engels) 82

10 Bourgeois and Proletarians (with Engels) 90



yi Contents

11 Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation 93

12 Co-operation 95

13 Cardinal Facts of Capitalist Production 100

PART 3 MARX'S LABOR THEORY OF VALUE: THE HIDDEN SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIP BENEATH CAPITALISM'S DISTORTED "ECONOMIC"
SURFACE 101

14 The Two Factors of a Commodity: Use Value

and Value 105

15 From Value, Price and Profit 108

16 The Fetishism of Commodities and
the Secret Thereof 120

17 The General Formula for Capital 127

PART 4 FROM MANUFACTURE TO MODERN INDUSTRY: THE FIRST
AND SECOND INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTIONS 131

18 Division of Labour and Manufacture 135

19 Machinery and Modern Industry • 143

PART 5 THE DOWNSIDE OF CAPITALIST GROWTH:
OVERPOPULATION, POVERTY, SPECULATIVE CRISES, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DEVASTATION 153

20 The General Law of Capitalist Accumulation 157

21 The Tendency of the Rate of Profit to Fall 161

22 Progressive Production of a Relative Surplus

Population or Industrial Reserve Army 163

23 The Increase of Lunacy in Great Britain 166

24 The Economic Crisis in Europe 169

25 Modern Industry and Agriculture 172



Contents vii

PART 6 GLOBALIZATION AND COLONIALISM: THE NEW

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION OF LABOR 175

26 Foreign Trade 179

27 Repulsion and Attraction of Workpeople 181

28 The Crisis in England 183

29 British Incomes in India 186

30 The Indian Revolt 190

PART 7 NEW SOCIETY RISING IN THE OLD: SOCIALLY

REGULATED CAPITALISM AND A THIRD INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 195

31 The Factory Acts 199

32 The Role of Credit in Capitalist Production 204

33 Fixed Capital and the Development of the
Productive Forces of Society 208

PART 8 THE REVOLUTIONARY PROLETARIAT AND THE

VICISSITUDES OF HISTORY: COUNTERREVOLUTION, DICTATORSHIP,

OR RADICAL DEMOCRACY? 213

34 The Rise of the Revolutionary Proletariat (with

Engels) 219

35 Proletarians and Communists (with Engels) 225

36 From The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 227

37 From The Civil War in France 233

38 From Critique of the Gotha Programme 245

SECTION II CONTEMPORARY READINGS 249

PART 9 AFTER COMMUNISM: THE DEATH OR RETURN OF MARX? 251

39 Mourning Marxism 255
Ronald Aronson

40 Marx Redux 259
David Harvey



viii Contents

41 The Return of Karl Marx 264
John Cassidy

PART 10 NEW ECONOMY OR OLD? INFORMATION CAPITALISM AND

THE POLARIZATION OF CLASS, RACE, AND ETHNICITY 273

42 The Connected and the Disconnected 277
Jeremy Rifkin

43 The Architecture of a New Consensus 292
Thomas Frank

44 Societal Changes and Vulnerable Neighborhoods 299
William Julius Wilson

45 Fortress L.A. 307
Mike Davis

PART 11 NEOLIBERAL GLOBALIZATION: CONCENTRATION,

PROLETARIANIZATION, AND DISLOCATION IN THE NEW

TRANSNATIONAL ORDER 315

46 America's Immigration "Problem" 319
Saskia Sassen

47 "These Dark Satanic Mills" 326
William Greider

48 From the Great Transformation to the Global
Free Market 336
John Gray

PART 12 EMERGENT RESISTANCE TO NEOLIBERAL GLOBALIZATION:

ANTI-CORPORATE ALLIANCE POLITICS AND DIRECT ACTIONS 341

49 Slouching toward Seattle 345
Jeff Faux

50 Seattle Diary 352
Jeff St. Clair

51 Not just a Seattle Sequel 361
Bruce Shapiro



Contents ix

PART 13 RETHINKING CLASS AND CLASS POLITICS AFTER

COMMUNISM: AVOIDING MARXIST DETERMINISM AND TOTALIZATION 367

52 Class Analysis, History, and Emancipation 371
Erik Olin Wright

53 From Redistribution to Recognition? 379
Nancy Fraser

Bibliography 387

Index 390


