
America's Folklorist:
B. A. Botkin and American Culture

EDITED BY

Lawrence Rodgers and Jerrold Hirsch



Contents

Acknowledgments ix

Introduction Jerrold Hirsch and Lawrence Rodgers 1

PART ONE. BIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUNDS AND FOLKLORE CONTEXTS

"In the beginning lore and literature were one": B. A. Botkin's Literary 21
Legacy Lawrence Rodgers

Lore for the Folk: Benjamin A. Botkin and the Development of 35
Folklore Scholarship in America Ronna Lee Widner (Sharpe)

The "Ben Botkin Bulldozer": Toward a Reassessment of A Treasury of 56

American Folklore Jerrold Hirsch

Benjamin A. Botkin (1901-1975) Bruce Jackson 72

Obituary: Benjamin Albert Botkin, 1901-1975 Ellen J. Stekert 78

Growing Up in Folklore: A Conversation with Ben Botkin's 82

Children Dorothy Rosenthal and Daniel Botkin'

PART TWO. BOTKIN AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES

"Twistiflcation": Work and Friendship between Two Pioneers 93

of the Folk Revival, Benjamin A. Botkin and
Ruth Crawford Seeger Judith Tick

Benjamin Botkin and Play-Party Scholarship in America 120

Nancy Cassell McEntire

Of Philosophy and the Folk: Intersections in the Thought of 140

Charles Seeger and Benjamin Botkin Taylor Greer

No "urbanized fake folk thing": Benjamin Botkin, Sterling Brown, and 149

"Ma Rainey" Steven B. Shively



viii Contents

Reading Sterling A. Brown through the Alembic of Benjamin A. 168

Botkin and Folk-Say John Edgar Tidwell

PART THREE. BOTKIN IN HIS OWN WORDS

Essays

Intimate Notebook: City Summer (1934) 189

Introduction to the Folk-Say Series (1935) 194

Regionalism: Cult or Culture? (1936) 201

WPA and Folklore Research: "Bread and Song" (1939) 205

Paul Bunyan Was OK in His Time (1946) 213

Applied Folklore: Creating Understanding through Folklore (1953) 220

Poems

Vernal Equinox (1926) 231

Sanctuary (1926) 233

Spectacle (1927) 234

Going to the Store (1928) 235

Track Lover (1929) 236

Classroom (1929) 237

Home Town (1930) 239

Meteor (1930) 241

Highway West (1937) 242

Bibliography 243

List of Contributors 273

Index 277


