
Leszek Drong

Disciplining the
New Pragmatism

Theory, Rhetoric, and the Ends
of Literary Study

PETER LANG
Europaischer Verlag der Wissenschaften

Frankfurt am Main • Berlin • Bern • Bruxelles - New York • Oxford • Wien



CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 7

INTRODUCTION 9

CHAPTER 1: RICHARD RORTY'S NEOPRAGMATISM 19
1.1. Rorty's Final Vocabulary 21
1.2. Philosophy as Theory vs. Philosophy as Narrative (or: Kantians

vs. Hegelians) 29
1.3. Language Games and Language Tools 36
1.4. Interpretation and the Value of Literature 40
1.5. Belief and Rationality 48
1.6. The Irony and Contingency of the Private-Public Split 53
1.7. Between Relativism and Ethnocentrism 62
1.8. Education as Acculturation and as Edification 70

INTERCHAPTER 1/2: A POST MORTEM ON THEORY 83

CHAPTER 2: STANLEY FISH'S ANTIFOUNDATIONALISM 99
2.1. From Reader-Oriented Criticism to Community-Oriented

Criticism 101
2.2. There Is No Such Thing as Literature, Text, Objective Facts

(You Name It) 110
2.3. Theory's Swan Song 117
2.4. Good and Bad Intentions 125
2.5. An Inconsequential Pragmatism? 129
2.6. The Trouble with Liberalism 135
2.7. The Siren Songs of Rhetoric 144
2.8. A Professional Theodicy ' 153

INTERCHAPTER 2/3: STEVEN MAILLOUX'S RHETORICAL
HERMENEUTICS 165



CHAPTER 3: TOWARDS A NEOSOPHISTIC PRAGMATISM 177
3.1. Antifoundationalist Moderations 177
3.2. Profession, Discipline Thyself! 195
3.3. A Neosophistic Pragmatism 207

AFTERWORD 225

BIBLIOGRAPHY 231


